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VOLUNTARY CARBON CREDIT TRADING BILL
Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (8.26 pm): I want to speak to this bill because I believe, as

do all the other members of the opposition, that the Leader of the Liberal Party has put a lot of thought into
it. At the moment, a question that I think perplexes the minds of many is the issue of climate change. Very
many eminent people, such as atmospheric physicists, speak about it from both sides and they speak with
equal passion. I think all of us feel that if it is right that there is climate change, then we should be doing
something about it. 

I just hope that in 100 years time we do not look back and say what a great hoax it all was, like the
millennium bug or a few other things that have happened. In terms of the age of the world and the
fluctuations that have happened, at the point of time we are in now we are but a pimple on a pumpkin. The
world has been through times of great warmth and vegetation growth. It has gone into an ice age. It has
gone from that ice age back into something else. 

I see the member for Mundingburra is in the chamber. The coral collection in the Townsville Museum
contains coral from Cornwall. So Cornwall was once a far warmer place than it is today. There have been
huge atmospheric changes in this world and that has happened over literally thousands, if not millions, of
years. 

The Kyoto agreement refers to the intersection of two lines on a graph. One line of the graph shows
the ability of the world to absorb carbon and the other line shows the emission of carbon. Those lines
crossed in about 1991. Theoretically, that means that after that time the carbon being emitted into the
world was not able to be absorbed fully. Therefore, the theory goes that this extra carbon is causing
climate change. There are other people—eminent scientists—who say quite vehemently that carbon
dioxide has no relevance whatsoever. 

Professor Fred Singer is an atmospheric physicist and research fellow at an independent institute.
He is an Emeritus Professor of Environmental Science at the University of Virginia and a former founding
director of the US National Weather Satellite Service. Professor Singer has produced a commentary on a
TV show called The Great Global Warming Swindle. He supports that particular TV show. He says that Al
Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth has certainly met its match. That indicates the two sides of the argument. 

Australia produces 1.4 per cent of the world’s CO2 or carbon. We are a very small emitter of carbon.
Unlike many other countries that signed up to the Kyoto agreement, the day-to-day running of our
economy—and nowhere in Australia is this more so than in Queensland—depends very strongly on the
mining of resources, particularly coal. Recently, the delivery of the state budget outlined the importance of
coalmining and energy resource production to the state of Queensland. Therefore, it behoves us to always
tread very carefully in these matters, whilst at the same time being responsible. That is what the Leader of
the Liberal Party and member for Moggill has endeavoured to do. He has endeavoured to bring together a
carbon trading system that is voluntary, but which is also a step forward as we start to have a greater
understanding of the changes that are happening around us. 
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When we look at a system that involves carbon credits and so on, those who are involved in the real
world say, ‘Well, you can’t sell nothing.’ Perhaps the only time that someone sold nothing was when Weis’
Picnic Point Restaurant sold tins of fresh Toowoomba air. It was very popular with the tourists in the 1960s
and 1970s. However, generally it is hard to sell fresh air. The closest thing to that would probably be selling
fairy floss at the show. 

We all understand that if you want to sell something, you have to be able to pick it up, eat it, feel it or
use it. Therefore, while a radical system that involves carbon credits may be good for mankind, there
needs to be something of value to someone at the other end of the equation. At the same time, there
needs to be sustainability, certainty and integrity in the system. It would be very easy for people to say,
‘We’re putting together some sort of exchange and we’ll sell your trees for you’, but people will only buy
them if they get something out of it. 

The minister has mentioned some private schemes that have started, such as the one adopted by
Virgin Airlines, but it is just trying to sell more seats on its planes. That is the quid pro quo for it. Origin
Energy is trying to build up the PR image of the company. There has to be something in it for them if they
are going to spend money, because no-one gives away money for nothing. 

That is why I think that the Leader of the Liberal Party has thought this out carefully and has made it
voluntary, so that it is Queensland friendly. It is can gradually progress and develop with certainty and the
strong underpinning of the Queensland government because of his suggestion that the exchange be
managed by the Queensland Investment Corporation. It has a real solidity to it and it is something that will
not fold and collapse as so many other things have. 

One of the most important things in the system of carbon credits is certification. The member for
Capalaba said that it was a good idea to grow a few trees. However, one cannot sell the carbon credits that
are locked up in trees unless there is a huge chunk of them. If people want to grow trees, they will have to
put together something like 1,000 hectares or 10,000 hectares. People will not buy five or 10 trees. That is
not how the carbon credit system will work. It has to involve big chunks. It would probably work well if, for
example, Mitsubishi Electric from Japan wanted to offset the emissions of its power stations and had to buy
big forestry plantations or pay for the establishment of big forestry plantations through something like this,
which would have the strength of the Queensland government as its underpinning exchange agent. 

Recently, I was in Hong Kong. I tried to count the number of units there, but I gave up at about
10 million. On every unit there are two or three air conditioning units. I heard recently that India has a
growing middle class and is starting to see the emergence of little airline services such as Jetstar, Ryan Air
and so on which are buying 50 jets at a time. When we see the massive expansion that is occurring in
some of our neighbours to the north, we realise the importance of setting some sort of an example. 

Our little 1.4 per cent of emissions might be very tiny, but we propose a voluntary system and that
we start to prepare ourselves. As the years go by, people will probably have a greater understanding of
whether or not this is global warming. Maybe it is simply that the earth’s axis is tilting, as it has tilted over
thousands and millions of years, on an elliptical basis. It gets a little further away from the sun and then
comes closer to the sun and every so many thousands of years there are changes in the Northern
Hemisphere in particular—who knows. 

If we are facing change, we should be prepared for it. This system is well balanced, careful and
voluntary. It looks at a number of different options and it can only do good for our environment. I think it is
well worth considering. It is a careful approach. When there is such doubt and so many widely disparaging
views from eminent people, we need a very careful approach. 
File name: hora2007_06_06_87.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Voluntary Carbon Credit Trading Bill
	Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South-NPA) (8.26 pm): I want to speak to this bill because I believe, as do all the other members of the opp...
	I just hope that in 100 years time we do not look back and say what a great hoax it all was, like the millennium bug or a few ot...
	I see the member for Mundingburra is in the chamber. The coral collection in the Townsville Museum contains coral from Cornwall....
	The Kyoto agreement refers to the intersection of two lines on a graph. One line of the graph shows the ability of the world to ...
	Professor Fred Singer is an atmospheric physicist and research fellow at an independent institute. He is an Emeritus Professor o...
	Australia produces 1.4 per cent of the world’s CO2 or carbon. We are a very small emitter of carbon. Unlike many other countries...
	When we look at a system that involves carbon credits and so on, those who are involved in the real world say, ‘Well, you can’t ...
	We all understand that if you want to sell something, you have to be able to pick it up, eat it, feel it or use it. Therefore, w...
	The minister has mentioned some private schemes that have started, such as the one adopted by Virgin Airlines, but it is just tr...
	That is why I think that the Leader of the Liberal Party has thought this out carefully and has made it voluntary, so that it is...
	One of the most important things in the system of carbon credits is certification. The member for Capalaba said that it was a go...
	Recently, I was in Hong Kong. I tried to count the number of units there, but I gave up at about 10 million. On every unit there...
	Our little 1.4 per cent of emissions might be very tiny, but we propose a voluntary system and that we start to prepare ourselve...
	If we are facing change, we should be prepared for it. This system is well balanced, careful and voluntary. It looks at a number...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


